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ABSTRACT INTRODUCTION METHODS RESULTS m

BACKGROUND: Authorship and use of B Authorship-related issues B The International Committee B Categories notincluded B 581 articles were reviewed B QOverall 2-fold increase in frequency of acknowledgments of B Results from this study suggest that the
unacknowledged writers are important have become prevalent of Medical Journal Editors _ Letters to the Editor — 334 from the year 2000 medical writers. acknowledgment of medical writers in
ISSléI.es flor j(_)urnal et(zljltorts)i_smgntlsts, in discussions about the (ICMJE)’s 2001 article on Edtorials — 247 from the year 2007 — 5.1% (17/334) in 2000 vs.11.3% (28/247) in 2007 medical journal articles is increasing.
medical writers, and publication integrity of research results “Sponsorship, authorship, and - : : : . : :
. ! : i : e ! . ictributi i — Figure 2 illustrates how medical writing was acknowledged

professionals. published in medical and accountability”® was selected — News sections - Tabclf’ 1 IS.hOWS }h.e g_lstrl_butlhon of artlcleskby ledaed _ ’ _ J _ _ J " Reasons for increase are uncertain.

| scientific journals. Numerous as an arbitrary reference medical journal, indicating how many acknowledge W 7 journals showed higher rates of medical writer — Medical writers may have been used more
PURPOSE: The purp(_)se of this publications have addressed point for comparing articles W Definition of acknowledged tge c%ntglb;ltlonsdof’afmeéi_lcal writer (alsodsdeel_Flgured”' acknowledgments in 2007 than in 2000 (Figure 1). often in 2007 than in 2000, and thus were
study was to determine whether the the use of unacknowledged published before and after its medical writing identitied the study's funding sources, and delineate ~ Ann Intern Med ~ Croat Med J — N Engl J Med acknowledged more frequently.
acknqwle_dgment of medlcal_wrlters' authors (referred to as publication date.  Writing assistance or supbort the specific contributions of each author. — Arch Intern Med — JAMA — Qhanges in authors’ guidelines for medical
contributions to papers published in ghostwriting) and authorship _ _ _ _ _g _ PP _ CMAJ _ Lancet journals from the years 2000 to 2007 need to
medical journals has increased over time. criteria for publication B Articles published in the years — Editorial assistance be considered in the context of this study’s

- - ' 2000 and 2007 were selected : : . . . ) ] findings.
. . including the acknowledgment from 9 medical i " — Preparation of the manuscript Table 1. Comparison of Articles by Medical Journal and Frequency of Medical Writer Acknowledgment, . .
METHODS: Articles from 9 medical of professional medical rom J medical journals. _ Assistance with preparation of Fundina Disclosure. and Author Contributions ® More research is warranted to confirm
journals published during the years 2000 writers. -6 — Annals of Internal Medicine (Ann the manuscript g ! the findings from this study.
and 2007 were reviewed to determine ' Intern Med) " :IIEJAR 20‘;0 ssues) y YEI‘I\)R 2°°7b ssue
- : : o _ Archives of Internal Medicine _ _ N une and December issues anuary and December issues
wh_?ther the Coknmblljtlc?nstfOE"[hmedlcal B Various organizations have (Arch Intern Med) ®m Not considered medical writing # Articles that #With author # Articles that #With author
writer were acknowiedged. Uther de\/_e|0ped statements that _ British Medical Journal (BMJ) _ Review of a manuscriot # Articles acknowledged a | # With funding contributions # Articles acknowledged a | # With funding contributions
mform?tmn re_t”eVed included whether define the valued roles _ ) o P Journal reviewed medical writer disclosed delineated reviewed medical writer disclosed delineated
the article delineated the author(s)’ of professional medical — Canadian Medical Association — Technical support Ann Intern Med 27 2 19 20 22 4 14 15
specific contributions to the manuscript writers and emphasize the Journal (CMAJ) — Secretarial or administrative Arch Intern Med 49 4 30 0 38 3 24 31
and the funding sources for the StUdy. importance of appropriately — Croatian Medical Journal (Croat support BMJ 40 1 24 36 24 0 20 23
i i Med J) CMAJ 21 0 9 13 20 1 9 14 1. Sharp D. A ghostly crew. Lancet. 1998;351:1076.
RESULTS: A total of 581 articles were aCknqg\,le-dgmg the-lr ifi —Journal of the American Medical . Croat Med J 21 0 8 0 18 2 9 0 2. Grossman L. Ghostwriting. Lancet. 1998;351:1741.
. . . Cont” Ut|0ns to SC|ent| IC Association (JAMA) C Informatlon CO”eCted JAMA 44 1 32 9 28 4 9 28 3. Wager E. Ghostwriting. Lancet. 1998;351:1741.

reviewed. Of the 334 articles reviewed fnatione 79 . .

- _ _ A publications. _ Lancet N fthe i  and th Lancet 46 0 36 40 38 6 25 28 4. RossJS, Hill KP, Egilman DS, Krumholz HM. Guest authorship and
that were pUbIlShEd In 2000, 17 (51 /0) o B El[mle ? _te 1]:_0UI’T(]_a an d te N Engl J Med 56 5 41 0 41 5 35 0 ghostwriting in publications related to rofecoxib: a case study of industry
included an acknowledgment of a medical B [tis essential that the B Nhf\év ETgl?\;deoumal of Medicine sglhcmeesn(ﬂr:bg)rn plasgstl;?lur?lt?érs NZ Med J 18 4 / 0 18 1 10 1 5 S;?:hm:nAt:t:ZTs:fi:ZXIi:II-UI?:IOlinv.eJ/:(:‘::isSfosr;::ig:12?\40.;1?;3-7-315-696
Writer' Of the 247 artiC|eS rEViEWEd r0|e Of the mEdical Writer ( " ° ) . name of first au’thor) , TOTAL 334 1 206 114 247 28 151 146 6. Davidoﬁ"F DeAn eTis CDy Dgr.azengJM etal. S onsorsrl:i au;thorsl;i :;nd-
that were published in 2007, 28 (11.3%) be acknowledged in a — New Zealand Medical Journal (NZ . _r . ] . ] o ~ accountability. I\?EnglJ/'Wed. 2001;345:82!';-8p26. ) )
el ’ : . CKN Med J) — Brief description of the Figure 1. Frequency of Medical Writer Figure 2. Description of Medical 7. Hamilton CW, Royer MG, for the AMWA 2002 Task Force on the
included an acknowledgment of a medical publication. L : acknowledgment (if provided) . Contributions of Medical Writers to Scientific Publications. AMWA
Writer_ The authorS' SpeCiﬁC Contributions | M9d|ca| Journal art|C|e e Was medical writing support ACk“OW'Gdgment by JOUI‘na| and Year W"ter ACk“OWIBdgment posi"tion.statementon the contributions of medical writers to scientific
to the manuscripts were listed in 34.1% of categories included acknowledged? o 8. f:::tj:tllxor\]/\s/égggijrjsz::vesd-:c;Writers Association (EMWA)
the articles from the year 2000 and 591% — Original Articles or Investigations o If ykes, Spl)egific wording of the 25 1 H 2000 922 30 28 guidelines on the role of medical writers in developing peer-reviewed

. acknowledgment B 2007 . publications. Curr Med Res Opin. 2005;21:317-321.

Of the artIC|es from the year 2007 The . B Papers Id ifi . ffundi ) 9. Norris R, Bowman A, Fagan JM, Gallagher ER, Geraci AB, Gertel A, Hirsch
frequency of aCkn0W|edgmentS of fundlng — Research - p e?;' Icitl(;)n 0 d;m Ing supp_ortt 20 18.2 25 H Preparation of k/,lR:_sslPllD,bSijcosgelTPP, \éeitc.h K,IW(cl)g(li/sI:PDP.)Inter_n.ationalSociety;or »
.. t t tat tt
sources was similar for both years (62% PURPOSE _ Research Letters orthestudy and/or manuserip Q manuscrip it e b
and 61% for 2000 and 2007, respectively). — Brief Reports pha’rmaceutical company, socie’ty %E' b 20 7 B Assist th
. 111 ssistance wi
CONCLUSION: In the journals ' ~ Special Articles or association) : 10 1 % preparation of
and timeframé studie::I an overall :[l'hg Q[urpo_se Ofl;[hﬁ] Stl;ﬂy was — Review Articles — Delineation of authors” specific o g 15 manuscript
e f}equency o a0c d r?os\rllrgldngemvgnf 0fenr] ed?cal _ Supplements contributions to the manuscripts ;| 5.0 % B Editorial assistance *Author Disclosure
- o . 2.5 10 7
acknowledgments of medical writers was writers’ contributions to papers — Commentaries (in some issues) 0 0I 0 The author notes that she was employed as a medical
observed. More comprehensive research published in medical journals has — Case Reports 0 - - - 5 - writer by Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, which was acquired by
. : . ! : _ Clinical Sciences AIM AriM BMJ CMAJ CroMJ JAMA LANC NEJM NzZMJ Pfizer Inc. in October 2009. The paper was written by the
Is needed to confirm these flndlngs and Increased over time. . . .. .

di h for the ob d _ Public Health author without content analysis or editonial assistance from
Lo discernithe reasons forthe observe S A o e Aaives ol Mo, S-S e 0 - ' Wyeth Pharmaceuticals or Pfzer In. It represents the author’s
Increase. — Basic Sciences JAMA=Journal of the American Medical Association; LANC=Lancet; NEJM=New England Year 2000 Year 2007 independent analysis and s in no way attributable to

Journal of Medicine; NzMJ=New Zealand Medical Journal Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, Pfizer Inc., or any of their affiliates.
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