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• There has been an increase in the volume of scientific publications related to the LATAM region in the last 5 years
• 95% of all articles are currently published in mainstream international journals in English
• A minority of articles are published in multilingual journals and offer options for publications in Portuguese and Spanish
• Review articles dominate the LATAM literature, with primary articles typically accounting for only ~2% of publications
• Multilingual and localized primary publications may serve to expand reach of contemporary study results

• To analyze the medical publication landscape in Latin America (LATAM)

• PubMed search including keywords “Latin America” (all years and limit: 5 years)
• Key country search including keywords Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico (limit 5 years); country selection was based on published data indicating importance of population,

economic activity, promotion of innovation, and conduct of clinical trials.1

• Search results (N=6,550) were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively

Publication Volume

6

Top 4 Journals with LATAM Publications
PLOS One
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American 
Journal of Public Health (publication  of the World Health 
Organization’s regional office  of the Americas)

PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases

The American Journal of Tropical Medicine and  Hygiene 

Top Multilingual Journals
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American 
Journal of Public Health (EN, PT, SP)

Cadernos de Saude Publica (PT, SP)

Ciência & Saúde Coletiva (EN, PT)
Salud Pública de México (EN, SP)
EN, English; PT, Portuguese; SP, Spanish.
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Languages

• Epidemiology (2,463/6,550 [37.6%]), public health
(3,866/6,550, [59%]) and infection (2,252/6,550
[34.3%]) were key publication areas.

Publication Types Key Topics of Interest

Observational 
study: 
2.8%

Review/systematic review/ 
meta-analysis: 20.1%

Clinical trials/
RCTs: 
2.3%

Local Focus

• Average 33,664 articles/year over the last 5 years
• When bilingual articles were available, Portuguese

was preferred
• 3% of publications reported on clinical trials/ RCTs
• Predominant topics:

• Public health, epidemiology, and infectious
diseases

• Other: cancer, cardiac disease, nutrition
• Professional education/training

• Average 6,192 publications/year over the last 5 years
• When bilingual articles were available, Spanish was

preferred
• 2% of publications reported on clinical trials/RCTs
• Predominant topics:

• Public health, epidemiology, and infectious diseases
• Other: cancer, cardiac disease
• Professional education/training

• Average 12,294 publications/year
over the last 5 years

• When bilingual articles were available,
Spanish was preferred

• 2.3% of publications reported on clinical
trials/RCTs

• Predominant topics:
• Public health, epidemiology, and infectious

diseases
• Other: cancer, cardiac disease, nutrition,

mental health, diabetes
• Professional education/training
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